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“This occasion offers a won-
derful opportunity to get 
together with colleagues and 

friends and to acknowledge and reward 
those who have made significant contri-
butions to the Institute and the welding 
fraternity at large over the past year,” 
says SAIW President Morris Maroga in 
his welcome address.

“Great achievement is usually born 
of great sacrifice and is never the result 
of selfishness,” he continues, quot-
ing American author Napoleon Hill. 
“Through these awards, the Institute 
strives towards world-class performance 
and to build a high achieving South 
African nation,” he says, before welcom-
ing past SAIW presidents, Willie Rankin, 
Andy Koursaris and Robin Williamson; 
previous SAIW executive director, Jim 
Guild; award winners; and guests. 

He also congratulated Afrox on its 
90th Anniversary this year. “We acknowl-
edge this commendable achievement 
and we are extremely grateful that you 
have chosen to celebrate your anniver-
sary with us tonight,” Maroga says.

Executive director Sean Blake fol-
lows Maroga onto the podium: “Despite 
the difficult economic position that in-
dustry finds itself in now, it is extremely 
encouraging to see the tremendous 
support that industry has provided to 
SAIW. Once again we have had an ex-
cellent response to our annual dinner, 
selling all of the available tables for this 
venue,” says Blake.

“I am also most grateful at the con-
tributions we have received from our 
eight event sponsors tonight. Without 
your support this event would not have 
been possible,” he adds before also con-
gratulating Afrox on its 90th Anniversary.

Turning attention to SAIW’s achieve-

SAIW held its 69th Annual dinner and Awards on Friday 
October 20, 2017 at Emperors Palace in Gauteng. With 
actor Jason Greer as Master of Ceremonies and the 
Supreme 3 – Tebogo Louw, Danny K and Loyiso Bala 
– singing Mowtown era classics, record numbers of 
welding industry stakeholders turned up to celebrate 
the industry’s success.

The SAIW Presidents’ Award For NDT winner, Learn Mogane, 
flanked by SAIW President Morris Maroga and Sean Blake, 
SAIW executive director.

Above: Manare Kola, who achieved a distinction in the Welding 
Inspectors Level 2 training course, receives her Phil Santilhano Memorial 
Award from Maroga and Blake. Right: Willie Rankin won the Institute’s 
Gold Medal award in recognition of his dedicated service to the Institute 
as the Institute’s President from 1998 to 2002.

Aglika and Angel Krustef celebrate at the SAIW Annual Dinner 2017. 
Angel Krustev won the Harvey Shacklock Gold Medal Award.

Record numbers celebrate  
welding success

ments in the past year, 
Blake reports that the 
SAIW Welding Inspector 
programme was fully converted across 
to the IIW International Welding Inspec-
tor (IWI) programme during 2017. From 
the beginning of this year we started of-
fering the IWI Basic programme in place 
of the SAIW Inspector Level 1 course. 

“Skills development is a key area to 
ensure the success of the South African 
economy,” he continues. “In order to 
address the skills shortage problem, 
SAIW has entered into a long-term agree-
ment with the Department of Higher 
Education and Training to assist in the 
pilot implementation of the new QCTO 
Welder programme in two TVET colleges, 
before extending the programme to all 
other applicable colleges,” Blake says, 
adding that SAIW believes that this will 
result in an effective welding artisan 
training programme for industry. 

“We have also made strides with 
the SAIW Welding Challenge. Late last 
year we ran this competition with both 
a senior and junior category, where 
the junior category winner fed into the 
WorldSkills programme. Two South Afri-
can representatives competed in the Arc 
Cup in China and, I am very pleased to 
report, Samuekelo Mbambani won first 
prize in the Student Project category.

“SAIW, along with Lincoln Electric, 
also invested extensively in the prepa-
ration of Philippus Terblanche for the 
WorldSkills competition in Abu Dhabi,” 
he continues, adding that the results of 
WorldSkills show that there is still much 
work to be done in terms of welder skills 
in South Africa.

SAIW’s ISO 3834 Manufacturer Cer-
tification Scheme, Blake reports, now 
has 154 certified companies on the reg-

ister, “a tremendous achievement” that 
“would not have been possible without 
the support of our industry partners”.

SAIW is continuing to expand and 
next year “we will be offering NDT 
courses from our branch in Cape Town, 
which is currently being expanded to 
accommodate this additional activity. 
We are also expanding our ISO  9712 
SAQCC NDT scheme based on our ICNDT 
accreditation,” he says.   

“I would like to pay a special tribute 
to Jim Guild who completed his term 
as IAB Chairman and member of the 
IIW board at the Shanghai Annual As-
sembly. Jim’s work and achievements 
in IIW have done both SAIW and South 
Africa proud. We would like to extend 
our sincere gratitude and thanks for his 
contribution,” Blake adds.

“I look forward to reporting further 
positive SAIW and industry develop-
ments at future annual dinners, but for 
now, please enjoy this evening with us,” 
he concludes.

The SAIW Awards
Following dinner and entertainment 
from Supreme 3, Jason Greer invites 
Sean Blake and Morris Maroga back 
onto the stage for the presentation of 
the SAIW Awards for 2017.

Starting with the training awards, 
Greer announces that The Institute in-
volves industry representatives in every 
aspect of the development of a course 
– the syllabus, the training material and 
the examinations. “It does this to ensure 
that its training programmes and the 
qualifications that are issued are well 
suited to industry requirements. Using 

this approach helps ensure that gradu-
ates from Institute courses have good 
prospects of employment and of meet-
ing employer expectations,” he says. 

To be successful really takes special 
effort and SAIW aims to recognise the 
very best of its students through these 
training awards. 

The SAIW Presidents’ Award For 
NDT 
The SAIW Presidents’ award goes to 
the best NDT student. SAIW has been 
training NDT personnel for more than 
30 years – the same period of time in 
which SAIW has offered training in weld-
ing. NDT is a very important part of the 
Institute’s programmes and SAIW wants 
to encourage more young people to 
enter this field, which offers good career 
opportunities. The Presidents’ award is 
made in the name of the past Presidents 
of SAIW who have helped guide the Insti-
tute to become a prominent part of the 
local welding industry and to be South 
Africa’s reference point for high quality 
training in welding and NDT training.

The SAIW Certification Board gives 
this award to Learn Mogane for achiev-
ing distinctions in SAIW’s Ultrasonic 
Testing Wall Thickness Level 1 and 
Level 2; Radiographic Testing Level  2; 
Magnetic Particle Testing Level 1 and 
Level  2; and Liquid Penetrant Testing 
Level 1 and Level 2 courses.

Phil Santilhano Memorial Award 
The second training award of the eve-
ning is the Phil Santilhano Award, which 
is presented to the best student on the 
Institute’s courses in Welding Supervi-
sion and Inspection. 

T h e  a w a r d  i s 
made in the name of 
Phil Santilhano who 
was one of South Af-
rica’s leading weld-
ing technologists, 
best remembered for 
the work he did on 
submerged-arc and 
electro-slag welding of heavy wall pres-
sure vessels. He became the Institute’s 
first full time employee when he was 
appointed Technical Director in 1977. 

“Our winner tonight is Manare Kola, 
who achieved a distinction in the Weld-
ing Inspectors Level 2 training course,” 
announces Greer.

Harvey Shacklock Gold Medal 
Award
The Harvey Shacklock Gold Medal 
is awarded to the author of the best 
technical paper presented at an Insti-
tute event. Harvey Shacklock was the 
managing director of BOC, now Afrox. 
He was instrumental in founding the 
South African Institute of Welding and 
was the President when it was founded 
on 1st March 1948. 

This award was named in memory of 
his contribution to the welding industry 
and it was first presented in 1949. Afrox, 
part of the worldwide Linde group, 
generously donates a gold medal for 
the award. 

After showing Afrox’s 90-year cel-
ebration video, Schalk Venter, the 11th 
Afrox MD was called onto the stage to 
announce the recipient of the Harvey 
Shacklock Gold Medal for Afrox’s auspi-
cious year.

“This year we are very pleased to 

be recognising Angel Krustev for his 
presentation ‘Modified GTAW orbital tube 
to tubesheet welding technique and the 
effect of a copper weld retainer during 
welding of alloy 825’. The paper was 
presented at a SAIW Technical evening 
meeting in Johannesburg on the 6th of 
September 2017,” Venter reveals.

Institute Gold Medal Award For 
2017
“The final award for the evening is the 
Institute’s Gold Medal Award. The award 
was introduced in 1966. It is the Insti-
tute’s highest award and can be made 
to a company or an individual in recog-
nition of outstanding contributions to 
welding technology or to the Institute,” 
Greer says.

“For 2017, the award is being made 
to Willie Rankin. The award citation 
reads: ‘In recognition of Willie Rankin’s 
dedicated service to the Institute and 
exceptional leadership contribution 
through a period of difficult and chal-
lenging circumstances in the years 1998 
to 2002 when he served as the Institute’s 
President.’

A tribute video for Willie Rankin 
by former SAIW chief executive Jim 
Guild followed, before Jason Greer an-
nounced the conclusion of the evening’s 
formalities. 


