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Having won gold in Durban ear-
lier this year at the World Skills 
South Africa (WSSA) contest, 

Philippus Terblanche will put his skills 
against the world’s best welders in the 
2017 World Skills International event in 
Abu Dhabi from October 14 to 19.

Etienne Nell, South Africa’s National 
Expert for World Skills Welding, who has 
played a central role in the organisation 
and running of the SAIW Young Welder of 
the Year – now the SAIW Youth Challenge 
and the precursor to the WSSA competi-
tion – believes that Terblanche’s chances 
of medalling for South Africa are good. 
“During the finals of the SAIW Youth 
Challenge last year, the top three weld-
ers were separated by only 1.7 points out 

SA goes for World 
Skills Welding gold

Historic win for merSETA-sponsored SA welder
Osbourne Samukelo Mbambani from 

ArcelorMittal has won first prize in 
the Student category at the 5th Interna-
tional Arc Cup Welding Competition in 
Shanghai, China, which was held from 
24 to 28 June, 2017. In total 16 countries 
participated in the event with Russia 
alone entering 26 competitors in all 
categories!

 “This is an absolutely amazing re-
sult,” says Etienne Nell, SAIW business 
development manager, SA team leader 
and senior category judge. 

“Samukelo simply blew everyone 
away with his attitude, skill and applica-
tion. Given the facts that he had never 
even been on an overseas trip before; 
that he competed against dozens of the 
best young welders in the world in a 
strange country; and that the marking 
was amongst the strictest of any world 
competition, what he achieved was noth-
ing short of miraculous,” Nell says.

He adds that Samukelo’s relaxed, 

humorous and easy-going approach was 
matched by an incredible discipline and 
willingness to give of his best. “He was 
the perfect competitor and was a credit 
to himself, the SAIW and South Africa.”

The Student Welder category of the 
competition is for welders no older than 
22 and competitors first weld a plate, pipe 
and fillet weld using a specific process – 
GMAW in the case of Samukelo. 

Then they enter the Finished Welding 
category where they assemble and weld, 
in all positions, a carbon steel project us-
ing four processes: GTAW, GMAW, SMAW 
and FCAW. 

Nell says that the story of Samukelo 
getting to China is in itself quite bizarre. 
“He wasn’t meant to go at all. SAIW 
Welding Challenge second-placed Angel 
Mathebula was originally supposed to 
participate in the Student Category but 
had to withdraw for personal reasons. So, 
we decided to take a chance on Samukelo 
who was placed third in the WorldSkills SA 

Nationals in Durban earlier this year. The 
rest is history … in the truest sense of the 
word,” says Nell.

Samukelo was over the moon with 
his achievement. “China and the Arc Cup 
was an incredible experience. I never 
expected to win but it goes to show that 
one can only do one’s best and hope that 
it’s enough. This time it was! I must thank 
Etienne, the sponsors and the whole team 
for their support,” he said.

On August 4 at Lincoln Electric SA’s Weld Tech Centre in 
Midrand, the Chemical Industries Education and Training 
Authority (CHIETA) held an event to send off South Africa’s 
welding champion to the 2017 World Skills International 
Competition. African Fusion reports.

Philippus Terblanche in the welding bay set up by Lincoln Electric SA at is Weld Tech Centre in 
Midrand. Inset: Through his personal trainer Eduan Terblanche, Philippus’ aluminium welding has 
improved significantly.

Philippus Terblanche. Etienne Nell. Tshidi Magonare. Benoit Lamotte.

of the 100. That’s competitive,” he says. 
Since then, the runner up in the 

SAIW Youth Challenge and the bronze 
medallist in the WSSA Welding compe-
tition, Samukelo Mbambani, has gone 
on to win a gold medal in the Student 
category at the International Arc Cup 
Welding Competition in Shanghai. Over 
to you, Philippus!

Following Philippus’ SAIW Youth 
Challenge win last year, Nell describes 
how he went to visit him and the Ter-
blanche family to discuss preparations 
for the national WSSA and World Skills 
contests. When Nell suggested a training 
and supervision programme, Philippus 
asked “Why? I have already won. My 
welding is obviously good.”

“No! Not good enough,” said Nell. 
Reflecting on the incident, Philippus 

says that, although he was surprised 
and annoyed, Etienne was 100% right. 
“When I look back at the welding I did 
back then compared to what I can pro-
duce now, I know that my welding wasn’t 
that good when this process started,” 
he admits.

Supported by CHIETA, SAIW, DoE, 
ArcelorMittal and Lincoln Electric, Philip-
pus Terblanche has been on an intensive 
welder training programme in prepara-
tion for the World Skills contest. Lincoln 
Electric, which is the global partner of 
the World Skills Welding event, has set 
up a welding booth at its Weld Tech Cen-
tre in Midrand that is identical to the one 
Philippus will have to use in Abu Dhabi.

Through Benoit Lamotte, Josef 
Henning and Thulani Mngomezulu 
from Lincoln Electric SA, Philippus has 
become very familiar with the Lincoln 
Power Wave multi-process welding ma-
chine he will be using. “Lincoln has top 
range welding equipment that makes it 
easier to weld, once you know how to 
set the machines up and what they can 
do. And thanks to guys from Lincoln for 
teaching me how to get the best out of 
this machine,” he says.

Through an additional CHIETA spon-
sorship, Philippus has been allocated 
a personal welding trainer, Eduan Ter-
blanche, for the push towards a medal. 
Terblanche runs a welding consultancy 
called Onsite Projects, which has a spe-
cial focus on welder skills training. He is 
particularly renowned for his aluminium 
welding expertise, but his skills encom-
pass the full set of welding processes, 
materials and positions. 

Philippus’ chances? “This morning, 
when Etienne Nell saw some of his most 
recent welding, he said that if he welds 
like that in the competition, he will finish 
in the top three – and Etienne should 

know, he has been involved in this com-
petition for over 10 years,” Terblanche 
tells African Fusion.

“Worlds Skills is a lovely platform for 
youngsters to be inspired and to learn 
about welding. Hats off to CHIETA and to 
Lincoln Electric for putting the money in 
and making these world-class facilities 
available to us to make our candidate 
successful,” he continues. 

“With welding, its not only about 
practice. Welders have to figure out what 
suits them in order to produce the quality 
required. Philippus has a lot of insight 
and a very consistent and steady hand. I 
believe he will do great. As I tell him, all 
he has to do is to weld the projects to con-
sistently score above eight – and he can 
weld to that standard,” says Terblanche.

Following personal training from 
Eduan Terblanche, which started in June, 

Philippus will be flying to Cleveland in 
the USA in September for a further few 
weeks of coaching from a previous World 
Skills Welding contestant from Lincoln 
Electric. “This is all going to be very good 
for him, whether he wins a medal or not,” 
he suggests.

Speaking for Lincoln Electric at the 
event, Benoit Lamotte says: “ I am happy 
and excited to be partnering with CHIETA 
and SAIW to train and send Philippus 
to World Skills. There is a huge need in 
education and training colleges for more 
and better welding skills development 
and, through our global expertise and 
experience, we at Lincoln are striving 
to find ways to address these needs in 
South Africa. 

“All over the world, we train weld-
ers for industry and we have developed 
numerous technologies and strategies – 

such as our Virtual Welder and RealWeld 
coaching systems, and our U-Link online 
welding instructor course material – to 
help training schools to produce more 
welders with higher level skills,” he says.  

“As the equipment sponsor for World 
Skills Welding, we wish Philippus well 
and look forward to seeing the medal,” 
he adds.

Addressing Philippus, Tshidi Mago-
nare, the WSSA CHIETA project manager 
says: “World Skills is the Olympic Games 
for industry, where competition is at the 
highest level. You are our champion. Go 
make us proud – and bring us a medal.”

In his thank you, Philippus opened 
with the words: “My name is Philippus 
Terblanche and I am a welder.” This 
proud attitude to his profession speaks 
volumes about the value of supporting 
Worlds Skills and his participation.


