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A
new automated warehouse is 
being launched in South Africa 
every year, this in addition to 
APC Storage Solutions SA’s 

consistent offering of the latest European 
trending warehouse and storage solutions 
to local companies, some of which have 
been developed specifically for the Afri-
can market based on local input.

The 16-year partnership with Mecalux 
has seen the local company install an 
average of 10 000 t of storage systems 
per year. This equates to 150 000 t in 
more than 5 000 projects across South 
Africa and southern Africa, which has 
contributed to APC Storage Solutions 
SA’s organic growth. Beginning with head 
office premises in Johannesburg and 
installing quality small solid angle shelv-
ing, the company has opened three ad-
ditional branches in South Africa’s main 
provinces that design, install and service 
comprehensive storage and automated 
storage solutions around the country. 
Additionally, APC Storage Solutions SA 
has done a large number of conventional 
racking and shelving projects as well as 
semi-automated and automated installa-

APC Storage Solutions SA, through its partnership with Mecalux, is a leading 
global specialist in the design and manufacture of storage and warehouse 
solutions. Managing director, Fred Albrecht (right) talks about the company’s 
technology and success. 

Mecalux develops automatic storage systems for boxes or trays integrating the shelves, machinery and 
warehouse management software into one single product.

Automated storage systems 
improve bottom-line

tions in southern Africa, and continues to 
service countries in this region.

As the first South African storage and 
warehouse solutions’ company to import 
technologically advanced European 
racking and shelving, dating back to 
2000, APC Storage Solutions SA has 
set the benchmark in warehouse and 
storage system quality in South Africa. 
“Mecalux’s superior quality across its 
range and the current technology incor-
porated into its automated solutions gives 
customers a longer lasting warehouse 
solution that ultimately lowers the overall 
cost of storage ownership. This lower 
total cost of ownership effects savings 
across a company’s entire supply chain, 
which in turn improves our customer’s 
bottom-line over the long-term, albeit 
from a marginally higher upfront cost,” 
says APC Storage Solutions SA managing 
director, Fred Albrecht.

Shared IP and product 
development
Of significance to the relationship is the 
shared intellectual property between 
manufacturer and distributor. Subsequent 

to each installation, APC Storage Solu-
tions SA conducts an in-depth project 
analysis and provides recommendations 
to Mecalux’s RD&I department, which 
annually spends about €6-million (about 
R110 million) on research, development 
and innovation. Feedback from APC Stor-
age Solutions SA is used by Mecalux to 
tailor products for the African environ-
ment and associated logistical storage 
systems. Albrecht says that this dual 
development process is indicative of the 
collaborative partnership and the trust 
shared between the two companies. 

“Our feedback has been incorporated 
into a number of storage solutions,” 
Albrecht says. “One example was the 
suggestion to innovate and incorporate 
an electromagnetic system into our pal-
let shuttles, which attaches the shuttle 
to the forklift’s forks, thereby facilitating 
an anti-fall protection system. The final 
product, the first of its kind, was rolled 
out on an international scale, which is 
testament to the innovation brought to 
market through our involvement.” APC 
plays a significant role in improved 
automated product development with 
nine improvements in the pallet shuttles, 
including associated programmable logic 
controllers for the SA market due to local 
pallet types and loads. 

Albrecht says that the Mecalux part-
nership grants additional value for cus-
tomers through technological advances 
and a market offering that exceeds 
anything available locally. 

He cites a turnkey project in the mak-
ing of a 26 m high self-supporting ware-
house in Lordsview, consisting of eight 
gangways/walkways developed by APC 
Storage Solutions SA and manufactured 
by Mecalux. “This will be a true landmark 
for generations to follow and, again, it’s 
a first of its kind in the world.” 

Business expansion
“Our dedicated approach as the South 
African partner and brand ambassadors 
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The Mecalux Spinblock® horizontal rotary warehouse is an automated stor-
age system based on the ‘product-to-picker’ principle.

Standardised conveyors make boxes and storage containers accessible for any 
warehouse or factory where there is a need to join different work stations.

of Mecalux, has positioned us as a 
significant Mecalux partner and we are 
considered as part of its core team,” says 
Albrecht. “Since we began our partner-
ship with Mecalux, they have increased 
their annual international turnover almost 
tenfold. It is gratifying that installations in 
South Africa and southern Africa, via APC 
Storage Solutions SA, are contributors to 
this growth.” He adds that, on the other 
side of the coin, no other South African 
warehouse and storage solutions provider 
has been able to meet APC Storage Solu-

tions SA’s product quality and diversity, 
or their geographic support to customers.

“Mecalux’s resources combined with 
the deep-rooted relationship we have 
with them,” Albrecht continues, “has 
enabled APC Storage Solutions SA to 
make the impossible possible when 
it comes to tailored, robust, efficient 
and cost-effective conventional, semi-
automated and fully automated storage 
and warehouse solutions.” 

APC Storage Solutions SA distributes 
Mecalux’s entire warehouse and storage 

equipment range, retaining 5 000 m² of 
stock and 120 000 stock items – “more 
than local manufacturers collectively pro-
duce in a month,” according to Albrecht. 
Sufficient spare parts for all equipment 
are retained, minimising any turnaround 
times and offering one of the most reliable 
and robust after sales and maintenance 
support structures in southern Africa.

All Mecalux equipment and au-
tomated solutions from APC Storage 
Solutions SA have a lifetime warranty 
and a 10-year guarantee. q
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