
Comment
by Professor Ian Jandrell

As with everything in our industry, the way devices communicate continues 
to evolve. It is also true that over the past decade in particular it has become 
increasingly important to ensure that data from every part of your process is 
gathered and analysed.

Why? Because that data becomes the information that helps you optimise 
the bottom line.

Industrial Communications is more important than it has ever been.
We no longer monitor only levels and temperatures; we monitor energy 

usage, the location of our vehicle fleet, and the quality of almost every com-
modity we use – including our own time.

The network has changed significantly in some ways. It has also been im-
pacted by the Internet of Things (IoT) and other emerging trends that often 
gain traction in less conservative and critical environments first.

As such, the realm of Industrial Communications is very different from 
what it was a few years ago. This implies the need to understand trends, to 
appreciate the new technologies that are increasingly coming to the fore, but 
also to understand the limitation associated with these developments.

The 2016 Industrial Communications Handbook moves away from the 
Physical Layer and modern high speed copper-based communications sys-
tems. Now we need to understand wireless communications – and with that 
comes the need to appreciate the way wireless works, and how we can secure 
our networks.

Alan Clark, the compiler, leads you through the fascinating maze of modern 
industrial communications in a way that is accessible and interesting. Alan 
has a unique way of making difficult topics simple to grasp.

I would also like to express my sincere thanks to our Project Co-ordinator 
Wendy Izgorsek, and to our consultant, Tim Craven. 

I am certain that you will enjoy this Handbook, and that it will take pride of 
place next to the previous editions. Taken together, these Handbooks provide 
a powerful summary of trends in our industry over the past decade – and will 
continue to provide the insight you need to better manage your plant for many 
years to come.

Enjoy!
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