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THE CONSEQUENCES OF USING COUNTERFEIT ELECTRICAL COMPONENTS

Standby power 
generation solutions 
for brewery

I WAS called out to look at a problem on a ship, a tug to be precise. 
The problem was that the port rudder was stuck in the hard port po-
sition, regardless of the helm position. I looked into it and found that 

a control relay, which operated the rudder control hydraulic cylinders, 
had contacts that had welded closed. The relay was an Omron LY4 
relay. I bought one replacement and one spare, fitted the new relay and 
everything worked again. 

Having had long experience with Mr Murphy’s laws, I made them 
swing the helm over a few times from full port to full starboard. 
After about 10 evolutions, the helm stuck again, hard starboard this 
time. Another relay had burned out. I concluded that the hydraulic 
control valve coils were defective and bought one replacement and 
one spare and repeated the experiment; everything worked. But I 

noticed a strange thing: the relays that I bought had the circuit en-
graved into the plastic case, whereas the relays on the ship had the 
circuit printed on the plastic case. So, I took a relay from the ship 
to the Omron agent and asked, “What do you think of this?” The 
agent looked at the relay and she said, “It’s a fake.” I went back to 
the ship and gave the captain and the agent the good news. The 
following morning they sailed for Singapore to have all the fake 
relays replaced. The cost to the construction dockyard must have 
been enormous.

I have heard many electrical contractors (to whom I tell the sto-
ry) say: “Well, it’s not my fault if I install fake electrical stuff, is it? 
How am I meant to know? I assumed it was the genuine article …”

My readers, do not take this attitude. Let me explain the law of 

delict: If you are sued for delict, what must be proven is: 
(a) An event happened, which was neglectful – doing something or 
failing to do something.
(b) A person suffered harm (physical or financial). 
(c) The conduct of the person sued must be wrongful – a duty was 
not carried out. 
(d) There must be fault, which must have occurred intentionally or neg-
ligently.
(e) There must be causation – a causal connection between the con-
duct of the wrongdoer and the damage that is suffered. 

So, let’s get back to our ship:  
A fake relay was installed to control a hydraulic circuit (neglectful). The 
owners of the ship lost a business opportunity because they could 

not use the ship that was being repaired (financial 
harm). The electrician did not check whether the 
relay was genuine or not – the agent could have 
easily been consulted (negligent conduct, fault). 
The existence of the fake relay caused no dam-
age; it was the installation of the fake relay that 
caused damage (the damage and the wrongdoer 
are causally connected). 

So, let us assume that the cost of sailing the 
ship back to Singapore amounts to US$80 000 
and the business loss claim is US$100 000. The 
poor electrician who installed the relay would be 
ruined financially.  

How could he have avoided this? Firstly, he 
could buy parts from the agent and make the 
agent sign a document stating that those parts 
are genuine. Secondly, after installation he could 
take out a relay randomly, go back to the agent 
with the relay and ask: “Is this genuine?” So 
much more simple. But very often this does not 
happen. I know it’s a hassle but do you see how 
much trouble you can avoid? 

And another thing you can do is be aware. 
Look at the components you are about to install. 
Do they look genuine? Are the terminal mark-
ings engraved or printed on the component? 
Does the item look as if it’s been made in a hurry 
or does it look as if there’s been some quality 
assurance? 

I promise you, the moment you do this, the 
moment you think and ask yourself: “Is this a 
fake?” you are staying out of trouble. If you have 
any doubts, phone the agents and ask them to 
come and have a look. 

This is just another way of working safely and 
intelligently.

SABMiller and its affiliate ABI can ensure uninter-
rupted production and supply of its brands after 
installing standby power generation solutions sup-
plied by Cummins at six facilities nationwide.  

Four fully containerised C2500 D5A genera-
tor sets at the SABMiller Alrode Brewery, south 
of Johannesburg, were supplied and commis-
sioned onsite by Cummins Southern Africa.

General manager for power systems, Warrick 
Gibbens says the gensets were installed for 
emergency standby power. “The generators were 
imported with a 50 °C radiator mounted, before 
being containerised in modified 12  m shipping 
containers and electrically assembled in 
collaboration with our South African engineering 
partners. The 6.6 kV generators boast a prime 
rating of 1 800  kVA, and are powered by a 
Cummins QSK60G8 engine,” he explains. 

The SABMiller Polokwane Brewery in Limpopo 
was supplied with two fully containerised C1675 D5 
gensets. The 11 kV gensets feature a prime rating 
of 1 400 kVA.

In addition to the breweries, Cummins 
also supplied power generation solutions to 
Amalgamated Beverage Industries (ABI) at 
Devland in Soweto, ABI Pretoria and Phoenix in 
KwaZulu-Natal. 
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