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9CONTRACTORS’ CORNER

AS WE END 2016 … SOME THOUGHTS ON THE STATE OF THE 
ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY

The new ‘Progressor’ for wood and metal se-
ries of Sabre saw blades from Bosch allows 
efficient cutting of various building materi-

als. “In construction, hardened and high-alloy steels 
such as stainless V2A, V4A or duplex steel are being 
installed increasingly in combination with wooden 
components,” Bosch Power Tool Accessories senior 
brand manager, Campbell Mhodi, says.

Robust and durable for the toughest applications, 
these saw blades have sharp carbide teeth welded 
onto them and the tooth strip is ‘progressive’. The 
tooth spacing increases from the shank towards 
the blade tip therefore the same blade can be 
used to cut thin materials such as screws and thick 
materials such as wooden profiles simultaneously. 
As a result, these boast a longer lifetime than bi-
metal blades.

“For cutting materials made of high-alloy 
steel, we recommend using the ‘Endurance for 
Stainless Steel’ saw blades,” Mhodi says. New to 
the range is a 200 mm blade for cutting through 
profiles and pipes with larger diameters of up 
to 150 mm. The existing 115 mm and 150 mm 
long blades have been optimised to cover a wider 
range of applications.

The comprehensive carbide range from Bosch 
also includes Sabre saw blades for drywall ma-
terials such as cement-bound fibre boards (‘En-
durance for Fibre Plaster’); aerated concrete (‘En-
durance for Aerated Concrete’);  poroton bricks 
(‘Endurance for Brick’); and cast iron (‘Basic for 
Cast Iron’).

Enquiries: +27 11 651 9600

SAW BLADES MAKE 
LIGHT WORK OF 
STEEL AND WOOD

As we near the end of the year – a tumultuous one, to say the 
least – I will look back and try to retain at least one positive 
aspect from 2016 and take that with me into the New Year. Al-

though I must admit that I’ve been somewhat pensive in my attempts 
to decide on that one thing to take with me into 2017, I was drawn to 
the recent developments surrounding the debacle involving Finance 
Minister Pravin Gordhan.   

It was satisfying to see average South Africans mobilise against an 
obvious wrong and it certainly brought to mind a quote attributed to 
Edmund Burke, the Irish statesman who died in 1797:
“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do 
nothing.”

I looked in great depth at this strange phenom-
enon, which had raised its head amongst the good 
people of our country, and I tried to liken this to my 
experiences in the electrical industry over the last 
year. One aspect became clear to me: there are in-
deed good people in the industry. Although, I must 
add, I often look in the wrong places to find them.

Be that as it may, I do find good people every day – 
in residential homes, in industrial plants, in commer-
cial properties – the law-abiding electrical contrac-
tors. It is these electrical contractors who continue to 
stand their ground when faced with other electricians’ 
non-compliant and dangerous electrical installation 
work. These law-abiding electrical contractors are 
not prepared to turn a blind eye to shoddy work or 
to fob it off as that which could be regarded as being 
“reasonably safe”. 

Like me, they cannot operate in a world involving 
electricity – a commodity which, in itself, is deadly – 
and do nothing. I often liken “reasonably safe” to be-
ing the same as “reasonably dead”. The margin for 
error is very small indeed. 

In this final column of the year, therefore, I wish to 
pay tribute to those electrical contractors who have 
stood firm in their vision for an honest electrical in-
dustry by supporting the AIA process over many 
years. These electrical contractors continue in their 
efforts to root out mediocrity because they simply 
cannot stand by and do nothing. They choose instead 

to expose non-compliance and thereby uplift the standards applicable 
to electrical installation work.

In the face of my seemingly unending struggle for compliance, is 
there some hope for a positive outcome within the electrical industry? 
I certainly think so. 

So what is that ‘one thing’ that I’d like to take into the New Year?  I 
think it was best said by Chuck Lorre, an American television writer, 
producer and composer:  
“I believe that the very act of believing in something causes us to dis-
tance ourselves from that thing, thus a duality is created: oneself and 
the thing in which one believes. Now since we all know that in order to 
fully understand a thing one must be that thing – walk a mile in its shoes 

so to speak – it seems obvious that the state of believing in something 
inevitably causes us to not truly understand that thing in which we be-
lieve. This non-comprehension leads to all sorts of difficulties. ‘I believe in 
love’ has a better than even chance of leading to divorce, while ‘I believe 
in God’ seems to end in variations on the Spanish Inquisition. But – and 
it’s a big but – if one were love, one couldn’t help but be affectionate and 
caring towards oneself and others. If one were God, one would act toward 
all beings and all things as if they were one’s own creations. And that, my 
friends, is the secret of life in a two-second vanity card. Of course, the 
secret could also be ‘Sit, Ubu, sit’. We have to keep an open mind.”

To those who are for the AIA process and those who are against it, 
let’s all keep an open mind and have a bountiful festive season. 
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